OUR WAY 5 


by Carl Bergstroem-Nielsen 


for ensemble ad libitum 


Dur.: approx. 6 minutes unless 
a different duration has been determined. 


The “ensemble ad libitum" was thought of as large enough to be a diverse group, and small enough to enable you 
all to hear and react to each other. Use stop-watches to keep the approximate duration of the proposed standard 
duration of 6 minutes unless you have a very good reason to change it. 


This piece is one of the Our Way collection comprising 10 pieces. They all have a focus on sharing form issues with 
the musicians playing, inspired by colleague Alexis Porfiriadis. You may find the entire collection at 
https://vbn.aau.dk/ - the research repository of Aalborg University by searching my name and the title. 


... collective decisions ... dramatically change the relationship between 
performers. They do not just ‘perform’ their part or follow their individually 
prepared path. Performers are invited to build a team (even temporarily), and to 
discuss, negotiate and come to a decision (at least) concerning the form of a piece. 
In these cases the creative process moves from the person to the group and this 
provides a fertile ground for a kind of creativity to grow that cannot be defined as 
a property of individuals but as a ‘property of groups’ (Sawyer 2003: 25) 


Alexis Porfiriadis: Collective thoughts: a collaborative approach to preparation 
and performance of open form compositions for groups. PhD thesis. Bath Spa 
University, 2016, p.21. University, 2016, p.21. 
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In this piece, the composer wishes to leave the 
duration of sections and their number to the 
musicians’ collective inspiration and negotiating 
together during playing. 


Start anywhere in the wheel in an agreed upon 
box. Move collectively within it - clockwise or 
counter-clockwise according to previous 
agreement. Do not strive to play all elements but 
end with any one. Concentrate strongly on the 
characters stated so that sections can be clearly 
different. Make general pauses very clear - take 
your time to be sure all have perceived the silence 
and use eye-contact. 


The special task here is to make durations of 
sections very different without previous 
agreement, solely by negotiating during playing! 
Very different may mean from 5-10 seconds to 
several minutes. Also that durations should not just 
consist of extremes, but of many degrees of 
duration. Success with this depends upon individual 
initiative/holding back, listening to each other and 
of course having an overview of the process till 
then - and a view to have fun with ever new 
combinations! A critical, individual initiative with 
persisting to play may be an idea if a really long 
section has not appeared after some time. Short 
and very short sections may be very funny, also for 
the audience. Remember, you will probably not 
play all the elements. - The more you practise the 
piece, the more you should be keen to avoid doing 
boxes the same way as previously. 


When the fixed time-frame approaches, then try to 
match it approximately. 


Duration: approx. 6 minutes unless you have a very 
good reason to choose a different one. 
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